
Geography Subject Statement  

To inspire geographical explorers to be curious and fascinated in the world and use their knowledge and 
skills to play a role in shaping its future. At Moat Farm Junior School, we aspire to give pupils a broad 

and detailed knowledge of people and places from around the world. 

Intent 

Our Geography curriculum is exciting and enables our pupils to be curious about the area, city, country, 
and world they live in. For us, Geography is about our pupils becoming naturally curious to find out more, 
question and investigate. Through our knowledge rich curriculum, we aim to develop the pupil’s interest 
and understanding of diverse places, people, resources, and natural and human environments, together 
with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. 

Geographical knowledge is taught alongside specific geographical skills in discrete lessons that are 
delivered once per week. This allows the teachers to make it explicit that we are teaching Geography and 
also encourages our children to think like geographers.  

At Moat Farm Junior School, we understand the power of well-taught Geography and how it can influence 
and inspire young learners and help shape who they become. Moat Farm serves a vibrant and diverse area, 
and this has been at the forefront when designing our Geography curriculum, to tackle the effects of 
deprivation, opening our children’s eyes to the world and its people. It enables pupils to access and 
enhance their understanding of where they live and the wider community, developing cultural capital and 
giving them opportunities and choices about their future and their impact as they progress through their 
school career and beyond. We are ambitious about what our children with SEND can achieve and take into 
consideration their barriers to learning but ensure these do not limit their opportunities. Teachers should 
have high expectations for all, the more able children will be challenged through extension, questioning 
and enrichment, where they are required to think about the big geographical ideas that require a greater 
degree of complexity or abstraction. 

The curriculum is carefully planned to ensure that current learning is linked to previous learning and that 
the school’s approaches are informed by current pedagogy. The curriculum has been thoroughly planned 
with the following in mind … 

• Progression – between year groups, skills are referred back to and built upon. 
• Inference – children are given well-resourced information by teachers and then given the 

opportunity to work out answers to key questions/issues themselves, rather than simply having it 
given to them. 

• Innovation – teachers will continually look to deliver lessons in an innovative way. 
• Purposeful map/atlas work – children will actually use maps/atlases and associated vocabulary, 

rather than merely transferring their content onto map templates. 
• Purposeful online research – any online research that children do is purposeful and useful. 
• Practical opportunities – where teachers think concepts can produce a better learning experience 

through practical means, they are encouraged to do this. 
• Fieldwork – In all themes, children will have the opportunity to be involved in purposeful and useful 

fieldwork which is always followed up with analysis and interpretation. 
• Digital mapping – Children have the opportunity to use different forms of digital mapping in their 

studies. 
• Curiosity – Children will be taught in a way that encourages curiosity and inquisitiveness of the 

subject. 
• Future – children will be taught about issues that could be very relevant to their futures. 



• Awareness – children will be aware of key environmental issues facing the planet. 
• Community – through the Geography webpage, children will be able to share their love of 

Geography with the school community through making contributions. 
• Retention of learning – Teachers deliver regular knowledge quizzes to ensure that learning is 

retained. 
• Wider curriculum – Teachers are encouraged to refer to Geography as it comes up in other 

subjects, making full use of their class world map, globes and atlas. 
• Differentiation – Geography is for all: SEN and HA pupils are catered for according to their needs. 

SEN can still take part in the lesson through differentiation. 

Children’s learning is revisited constantly, using links within geography units and across the curriculum to 
strengthen their understanding. Using a progression model, we ensure knowledge, skills and vocabulary 
are taught in a sequentially coherent way. Learning is revisited each week with a quiz at the start of the 
lesson. Weekly curriculum quizzes are used to review learning and check that children know more and 
remember more. Learning is reviewed also on a termly basis, after a period of forgetting, so that teachers 
can check whether information has been retained.  

Moat Farm Junior School’s curriculum drivers of diversity, responsibility and opportunity are fundamental 
in our geography provision. Our curriculum reflects the diversity of our locality, and our aim is that the 
children can ‘see themselves’ in our curriculum. 

We understand that due to the pandemic children may have lost valuable learning time and could have 
gaps in their geographical knowledge. Teachers have worked collaboratively with the geography subject 
lead to ensure that gaps in knowledge are identified and addressed. 

Implementation 

At Moat Farm Junior, our Geography curriculum follows the National Curriculum and provides children 
with an array of enriching opportunities, with a strong focus on fieldwork and outdoor learning, including a 
number of local area visits to develop children’s awareness of their locality. In lessons, children develop 
their geographical enquiry skills through exploring physical environments, human interactions and how the 
two areas intertwine with each other. 

Impact 

We use a range of strategies to assess what knowledge and skills the children have attained each term 
including the following: weekly curriculum quizzes, feedback within each lesson, book looks, pupil voice 
and assessment against the essential knowledge of each topic. 

Moat Farm’s pupils will: 

Look at the world in wonder. 

Be curious about people and places. 

Be an enquirer, able to investigate and to challenge assumptions. 

Apply their skills and knowledge to answer why is it like that? 

Be a confident user of maps, data and different digital technologies. 

Play an active role in shaping the world around them. 

Have a strong locational knowledge and a broad general knowledge of the world. 

 



 


