Music Curriculum Statement
At Moat Farm Junior School, our music curriculum aims to give children ownership of their music skills. A
broad curriculum gives children the opportunity to appreciate music of all genres and become more
confident composers and performers.
The Music curriculum at Moat Farm follows an investigational approach to music. In sessions, children
will experience, explore and express. This is applied to each of the three areas of music we will look at
discreetly – Listening, Composing and Performing. In each year group, children will build upon skills
acquired from previous year groups, constantly revisiting taught concepts both practically and in quiz
format.
Throughout the year, children will aim to develop confidence in singing and playing tuned and untuned
instruments. We will rehearse and perform a range of songs from traditional celebrations at Christmas
and Easter, working towards performances within school and to parents. We will also look at world
music, identifying music traditions and their cultural meanings, immersing ourselves into a range of
cultures, celebrating music and practising music styles we may not have seen or heard before.
Within the music teaching sequence, children are given time to appraise, notate and perform. Using the
Experience, explore, express ideology, children will build skills in each of these areas, honing their musical
knowledge. This will allow children of all abilities to become confident musicians. This also allows children
to understand what music means to them as an individual and will give them the ability to explain their
own musical thoughts and feelings in a more technical way.
This year, the curriculum will also take into account time lost throughout the Coronavirus pandemic. The
most affected areas have been singing and musical instrument playing. The curriculum this year aims to
give children as much time singing and playing instruments as possible to help give all of our children the
range of musical opportunities they need to become confident and passionate musicians.
Experience, explore and express
Experiencing music is important at Moat Farm. Our children will be given a wealth of listening
opportunities throughout the year, aiming to have a broad understanding of music from across the globe
and throughout history. This allows them to then explore music, through appraisal, drawing to music and
identifying how music impacts them in class discussions. This will then allow children to express their own
musical ideas, becoming confident composers.
History and Music
Music aims to encompass the wider curriculum where possible. We understand the importance of history
within music and use it to enrich our learning journey. By having a keen focus on chronology in Music
sessions, children will be able to develop an understanding of where music is placed in time. Throughout
school, this will be built upon in each year group. Year 4 will be introduced to the periods of music,
understanding how they sounded and how they developed over time. Year 6 will be applying these skills
and aiming to place a range of different pieces of music in time with increasing accuracy.
Geography and Music
Music traditions play a key role when listening to Music. We celebrate a range of different cultures and
their music. We look at where the instruments we play come from and the traditions that surround them,
for example in year 3, children will explore the djembe, a drum played in West Africa that originated in
Mali. Whilst developing a love for playing the drum, children will research the role it plays in its home
culture.

Reading in Music
Reading is at the heart of the Moat Farm curriculum, and we believe that children should be given
the opportunity to explore a rich variety of books as part of their music education. Reading can
enrich and support our development as musicians. Across school, we have a range of opportunities
to use reading to ignite a passion for music. In Upper school, we delve deep into lyrics, their meaning
and inferences that we can make. This will allow us to become more confident at listening to and
appraising music, whilst also helping us become more eloquent song writers.
Here are some examples of books that are exploring in Music at Moat Farm. We used several books
during Black History month as we aim to provide positive images from black history that our children
can relate to. During music sessions, the children enjoyed learning about the composer Joseph
Bologne Le Chevalier de Saint-George from the book below.
Across school, we will be creating music soundtracks to a range of stimuli. One of the most exciting
and rewarding missions is our soundtrack sequences for topic related books. In each year group,
children will use the practical skills they acquire to create a soundtrack to a book relating to one of
their topics in History or Geography. Soundtracks will range from things such as escaping Pompeii, all
the way to the traditional West African tales of Anansi the Spider. These soundtracks simultaneously
promote a love for Reading and Music, allowing our children to become composers of their own
pieces of music whilst gaining a clearer understanding of world History and Geography.

