
  

 

History Curriculum Statement 

At Moat Farm Junior School, our history curriculum is designed to ignite children’s curiosity about the past. We 

are determined to provide a broad, knowledge rich history education, which is accessible to all of our children. 

Historical knowledge is taught alongside specific historical skills in discrete history lessons that are delivered 

once per week. This allows the teachers to make it explicit that we are teaching history and also encourages 

our children to think like historians. 

Our history curriculum is structured to give children a secure knowledge of chronology in Britain and across 

the wider world. It is carefully planned to ensure that current learning is linked to previous learning and that 

the school’s approaches are informed by current pedagogy. 

Children’s learning is revisited constantly, using links within history units and across the curriculum to 

strengthen their understanding. Using a progression model, we ensure knowledge, skills and vocabulary are 

taught in a sequentially coherent way. 

Building blocks of knowledge are an important aspect of our history provision. Key historical concepts such as:  

trade, government, agriculture and religion are explored in each historical context. This gives our children the 

opportunity to make links to other historical periods, comparisons and also to reinforce their understanding.  

Vocabulary and timelines are used in every classroom and provide children with scaffolding for their learning. 

Timelines are seen as a vital component of our history provision, as we aim to give each child a secure mental 

timeline of the past. Learning is revisited each week with a quiz at the start of the lesson. Weekly curriculum 

quizzes are used to review learning and check that children know more and remember more. Learning is 

reviewed also on a termly basis, after a period of forgetting, so that teachers can check whether information 

has been retained. 

Moat Farm Junior School’s curriculum drivers of diversity, responsibility and opportunity are fundamental in 

our history provision. Our curriculum reflects the diversity of our locality and our aim is that the children can 

‘see themselves’ in our curriculum. Black history month is an important part of this, however we make sure 

that black history is part of our curriculum all year round. 

Our history curriculum is intrinsically linked to our PSHE provision at Moat Farm Junior School. Understanding 

history is a vital part of our ambition; preparing our children to become responsible citizens that understand 

the challenges in our time. 

Our focus on key historical skills such as interpretation and analysis, communication (both written and oral), 

researching and reliability allow our children to pursue history and other subjects with confidence in the next 

key stage. 

We understand that due to the pandemic children may have lost valuable learning time and could have gaps in 

their historical knowledge. Year group leaders have co-ordinated with the history subject lead to ensure that 

gaps in knowledge are identified and addressed. 

Enrichment is a fundamental part of history provision at Moat Farm Junior School. Our children will be given a 

variety of experiences both in and out of the classroom, to create memorable learning opportunities and to 

further support and develop their understanding. We responded to the challenges presented by the pandemic 

by getting visitors and artefacts into school when possible. We look forward to safely visiting historical sites 

again this academic year. 

 

 

 



  

 

Reading in History 

Reading is at the heart of the Moat Farm curriculum, and we believe that children should be given 

the opportunity to explore a rich variety of history books as part of our history education. We are 

always looking to share books with our children, as this is an integral part of encouraging a love of 

history. Children are encouraged to use our school library’s history section so they can 

independently choose history books and take an interest in different periods of history. 

Here are some examples of books that are used in history at Moat Farm. We used several books 

during Black History month as we aim to provide positive images from black history that our children 

can relate to. During music, the children enjoyed learning about the composer Joseph Bologne Le 

Chevalier de Saint-George from the book below. As our science weekly information shot, during 

black history month, each year group was assigned a black women scientist from the book below 

who they then studied. Year 3 spent history lessons learning about the incredible travels of Islamic 

explorer Ibn Battuta and we used this book (below) as a stimulus. 

We try to weave historical fiction into our curriculum when we can and Year 6 loved reading Letters 

from the Lighthouse during their World War 2 topic. The Last Poet (below) by Keith Campion was 

such a poignant short story and helped the children understand what the Remembrance Day 

Memorial is about. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 


