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Why is 
reading 
important?





Children and young people who read daily outside class 
are five times more likely to read above the expected 
level for their age compared with young people who 
never read outside class.

The key findings from the research, Children’s and 
Young People’s Reading in 2014, are:

• Levels of reading enjoyment continue to improve. 
54.4% of children and young people enjoy reading either 
very much or quite a lot. 35.5% only enjoy reading a bit 
and 10% do not enjoy reading at all.

• Levels of daily reading also continue to increase –
dramatically. Between 2013 and 2014 there was a 28.6% 
increase in the number of children and young people who 
read daily outside class, rising from 32.2% in 2013 to 
41.1% in 2014.



The gender gap is still an issue

The research shows that whilst there has been a sharp 
increase in the number of children and young people who 
read outside class on a daily basis in the last year, girls 
have edged further ahead than boys. The gap between 
the proportion of girls and boys who enjoy reading has 
also increased. 

• Almost half (46.5%) of girls say that they read 
outside class on a daily basis compared with over a third 
of boys (35.8%). (This compares with 36.6% of girls and 
28.2% of boys in 2013).

• 6 in 10 (61.6%) girls enjoy reading either very much or 
quite a lot compared with 47.2% of boys (compared to 
59.8% of girls and 47.1% of boys in 2013).



Nearly one child in four thinks their parents don’t care if they 
read

Our research shows there is still more to do to raise awareness 
among parents of how important their engagement is for their 
child’s literacy development, particularly among the most 
disadvantaged children. One child in four (24.3%) surveyed agreed 
with the statement “my parents don’t care if I spend any time 
reading”.

This increases sharply among pupils who receive free school meals 
with almost one third (31.5%) agreeing with the statement, 
compared to 23% of pupils who do not receive free school meals.

Parental engagement with a child’s literacy development is a key 
contributor to their success. Children who receive free school 
meals tend to have lower literacy attainment than their peers, 
pointing to an even greater need for parents in this demographic to 
encourage their children to read, and to act as reading role models 
for their children.



Aims
• eBook site
• Reading Activities
• Reading Lists
• Extreme Reading!
• Book Fair and Competition



Moat Farm eBook site

https://moatfarm.wheelers.co



Reading activities

Attached	to	your	handouts	are	
a	selection	of	activities	to	do	
with	your	children	while	they	
are	reading	at	home.





Useful Websites

A	range	of	websites	to	help	
improve	the	quality	of	reading	
at	home	– from	reading	lists	to	
reading	apps.



Extreme Reading!

Get	caught	reading	in	an	
unusual	place!







Travelling Book Fair

The	book	fair	will	
be	in	school	from	
7th November	–
14th November.
Open	on	Parents’	
Evening.



What next?…
1. Use the websites provided
2. Try out the activities at home
3. Bring back photos
4. Come and ask if you need help with 

anything.

Thank you for attending!


